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2,000 Worshippers Attend Communion Service 


(New Delhi) - A plea to Christians not to become so busy with God's work 
that they have no time for God Himself was voiced here by the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Lakdasa De Mel, Anglican bishop of Kurunagala, Ceylon. 


Bishop De Mel stressed the need for "stillness" for "our restless 
spirits in daily life" and here "in this Assembly", in a sermon preached 
before 2,000 participants and guests at a service of Holy Communion on 
November 26 for the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


An estimated 1,50C worshippers knelt at improvised altars to receive 
the Lord's Supper according to the Anglican rite of the Church of India, 
Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, the host church. The service took place in a 
huge outdoor shamiana or tent next to the Vigyan Bhavan where the WCC is in 
session for 18 days. 


All who are "baptized communicant members of their churches" were 
invited to participate in the communion. Most of those present did so, 
with the exception of representatives of the Orthodox Church and some 
branches of the Lutheran Church which do not subscribe to the practice of 
open communion. 


The celebrant was the Rt. Rev. Frecerick Willis, Bishop of Delhi. 
Presiding was the Most Rev. Arabindo Nath Mukerjee, Metropolitan of the 
Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon. The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, was present in the sanctuary but was not an 
officiant. 
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A total of 30, including archbishops, bishops, metropolitans and 
priests, administered the bread and wine of the Lord's Supper. They inclu- 
ded metropolitans of the Mar Thoma Syrian Orthodox Church and bishops of 
the Philippine Independent Church in addition to elergy of the host church, 
as well as such Anglican prelates as the Most Rev. Frank Woods, Archbishop 
of Melbourne; - the Rt. Rev. John Sadiq, Bishop of Nagpur; the Rt. Rev. 
Chandu Ray, Lahore; the Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, presiding bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the USA, and the Most Rev. Norman 
Lesser, Archbishop of New Zealand. 


Bishop De Mel urged the delegates to attempt to look at the world 
"with the calm, compassionate eyes of Jesus". He presented the Cross of 
Christ as the answer to the suffering, pain and squalor of this world. 
The suffering of our Lord, he said, showed that suffering need not be 
thrown away as useless "but may be a ladder to the feet of God". 


In "this strange age of hearty back-slapping and first names, many 
churchmen have lost the necessary sense of reverence and quiet", Bishop 
De Mel said. He attributed this to "the awful materialistic environment 
we liye in" and pleaded for Christians to put away so much activism and 
become "meek torchbearers to the Light of the World". EPS, Geneva 


SOE IE) 1 Change Forces Church to Move 


(New Delhi) - "Any church which is static or purely introspective is com- 
mitting suicide in a dynamic auto-directed society", warned Prof. Egbert 
WemVveees, recvor of the International Institute of Social Studies, the 
Hague, the Netherlands. He addressed the Third Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches on "The Challenge of Social Change". He is the out- 
going chairman of the WCC's Department on Chureh and Society. 


Pointing out that some western churches have run into the danger of 
becoming static and introspective, Dr. de Vries remarkeds 


"One of the basic lessons to be learned by the churches in the West 
is to differentiate between. the message of the Gospel and the socio-economic- 
political structure of modern western society. 


NGpere 1S no hope for a retreat into a pioneer Puritan Or @ pie venue 
attitude of free man in a free society or of a free soul in an unfree 
society. The main reason is that one cannot keep society out of the home 
by closing the church door. Dynamic society walks in though the doors be 
shut." 


Dr. de Vries further noted that another "Christian illusion" = akia 
Fo those of Puritanism and pietism - is that the Church can fulfill ats 
responsibility by "prophesying apocalyptic doom". 


"Sheer condemnation of social institutions or governmental shortsight- 
edness or rampant greed is another form of escapism", he said. "The holier- 
than-thou attitude has often closed doors for a new interpretation of the 
Gospel." 


Pointing out that Christians believe that the entire human race takes 
part in the redeeming love of God in Christ, Dr. de Vries remarked: “ihe 
whole world is not only at the doorstep of every church in a metropolitan 
slum area, it knocks also at the door of the quiet, perhaps placid, village 
churches in Europe or the rural areas in North America. 
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"Tt does so by changing the social environment in which church members 
live", he continued. "It does so by changing their aspirations, their 
attitude, their behaviour. This includes dangers but it also opens wide, 
world-wide ecumenical perspectives for the churches." 


Dr. de Vries further noted that the churches are discovering that 
they can become mutually enriched by ecumenical contacts and by working 
together. "The ecumenical movement in a dynamic age is a Godzgiven tool 
for the renewal of church life all around the world", he said. BPS, Geneva 


Sir Francis Ibiam Attacks Racism 


(New Delhi) - A prominent African Christian layman asked the World Council 
of Churches to urge the governments of five countries to "reconsider their 
policies which tend to create fear and distrust, and which may ultimately 
lead to physical and dangerous disturbances in the world". 


Sir Francis Ibiam, Governor of Eastern Nigeria, named the USSR, the 
Central African Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, France, Portugal 
and Ghana as countries to whose heads of state or governments the WCC 
Should address such a "letter of appeal". 


He also repeated a charge he made several months ago that "certain 
governments, including those of South Africa and the Central African 
Federation, hold that Africans are not human beings but slaves for their 
own benefit and comfort". 


Because of a delay in Sir Francis! arrival from Nigeria, the address 
he prepared and was scheduled to deliver at the WCC Assembly here was read 
by his wife, Lady Ibiam. 


The Governor claimed that the Christian Church in Africa must grow in 
stature and quality as Africa grows up politieally. 


Formerly principal of the Hope Waddell Institution of the Church of 
Scotland at Calabar, and a graduate in medicine of Edinburgh University, 
Sir Francis said that the Church universal must set itself the important 
task of "removing all unnecessary odds and obstacles which hurt and make 
Gitte cuLvies, 1orethe Alrican'. 


After pointing out many of the indignities which people of African 
descent suffer in the United States and elsewhere, Sir Francis pointedly 
asked the Assembly what "possible harm can come to a white man because he 
sits next to me, a black man; whether it be in a restaurant, cinema hall, 
in the park, at school, university or even in church." 


"Tt would seem that those who engineer and encourage discrimination 
against the African only because of the dark colour of his skin are trying 
to be cleverer than God", he said. 


The Church of Christ must obstinately refuse to lend support in any 
way to these acts which seriously stand in the way of the acceptance of 
the Good News by the people of Africa. 


Sir Francis accused Portugal of waging a war of annihilation in 
Angola, and Belgium of shamelessly betraying the Congo, and said that the 
European powers "have done and are doing their best to dis-organize and 
finally break up that unfortunate country". 
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"If the Western powers had been as eager and determined to unite the 
people of the Congo as they are towards the unification of Germany, the 
confusion in the Congo would have been settled long ago, and faithful and 
energetic Dag Hammarskjold would surely have been alive today", he said. 


"All the great wars of the present century have been caused by white 
nations and they are fast preparing for another." 


The Nigerian Governor charged that "discrimination is as rife in the 
Church of Christ as it is in secular life, and it is the largest millstone 
which hangs round the neck of some church folk and some Ghurch authorities". 


On the role of the missionary in Africa, he said,that this must be 
carefully reviewed. The missionary was too often a "guardian of white 
supremacy". He lived in a special clique and rarely visited the homes of 
African Christians let alone non-Christians. But Africa was still anxious 
to have the co-operation of missionaries on terms of equal partnership and 
mutual respect. EPS, Geneva 


Revolution a Challenge to the Church 


(New Delhi) - The present revolutionary ferment in Africa and Asia "has 
within it the promise of Christ for a fuller and richer human life for men 
and society", in the opinion of a leading Indian layman. "And the witness 
Of the Church to this promise involves its participation in the tasks of 
building the new secular structures of political, economic and social life, 
conducive to true responsible human living, and in the search for their 
new moral and cultural foundations", he said. 


The speaker, Mr. M. M. Thomas, associate director of the Christian 
Institute for the Study of Religion and Society at Bangalore, India, 
addressed a general session of the Assembly. 


He described the Christian concern for politics in the new nations as 
the area "most neglected by the churches of Africa and Asia and the most 
urgently needed for the fulfillment of their total social mission". He 
attributed this situation to both the Church's historic identification with 
Western culture and power and also the Church's pietism and fear of organ- 
ized group action to change social and political structures. 


"Christians should support and strengthen the idea of a secular state 
or a neutral state as the sheet anchor of national unity and national 
development" despite certain dangers inherent in the secular state, he said. 


A second major problem, according to Mr. Thomas, is the question of 
achieving national integration. "Friends from the West", he said, "think 
of Africa and Asia as ultra-nationalistic; but in the newly independent 
nations, we are finding it difficult to sell nationalism, which tends to 
be weakened by tribal, racial, caste, linguistic and regional separatism. 


"Christians have a special duty", he added, "to make their contribu- 
tions to build up. . .essentials of national unity." 


Christian missions in the new nations have tended to follow two 
patterns, Mr. Thomas said. The first was the mission compound patterned 
after Western culture which became culturally rootless. The second pattern 
was that of the mass-movement conversion which produced communities now as 
disorganized as other traditional communities. 
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Both these patterns are now irrelevant and churches and Christians 
today must "make their contribution to the Spirit and form of the new 


ae society - a harder task than building segregated Christian communi- 
ies. 


"This means, however, that the members of the Church need the training 
to penetrate secular, social and cultural institutions with the spirit of 
Christ and His Kingdom without seeking to control them", he said. 


Mr. Thomas voiced the hope that “within the context of Christian part- 
nership with non-Christians in building the nation, and as integral to it, 
there will naturally develop a real dialogue on the nature and destiny of 
man among the adherents of Christianity, non-Christian religions and 
secular faiths". 


This, ne concluded, “will give to our confession of Christ as Lord 
and Saviour a challenging relevance not known before". EPS, Geneva 


Population Number One Problem, Fagley Asserts 


(New Delhi) - The problem of population is "the most neglected great social 
problem in the world today', according to Dr. Richard M. Fagley, executing 
director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. He 
spoke here (Monday, November 27) on "The Population Problem and Christian 
Responsibility" at a programme for visitors to the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches. 


"This massive increase is utterly without precedent in the past ages 
of man", he said. 


"During the past 45 years, 4/5ths of the human increase, or 800 migitven 
persons, have been added to the population of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America - the regions least prepared to cope with a rapid population growth", 
he said. 


"Unless answers are found, it probably means catastrophe in one form or 
another for many of the developing societies." 


Mppis—situation 16 attributable to "international disease control 
which has dramatically cut death rates in the newer nations, according to 
Dr. Fagley. 


UNow let at be underscored", he said, “that Christians thank Godgaer 
these dramatically successful publie health programmes. . .The fault does 
not lie with the public health programmes but in the failure to match them 
with programmes of comparable effectiveness in the fields of agricultural 
and industrial development, and in education and community organization 
essential to an extension of family planning." 


Discussing "panaceas" or "an easy way out" sought by those who desire 
"an escape from the need for family planning", the American churchman 
mentioned various proposed solutions such as migration, rising standards 
of living and improved methods of agriculture. None of these can succeed 
without family planning, he said. 


He added that a sober consideration of the situation presses home the 
conclusion that no strategy of development can succeed without a fairly 
rapid as well as massive extension of family limitation in some form. 
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On the other hand, he stressed that "no acceptable approach to family 
limitation in the developing countries can succeed unless it is part of and 
reinforced by a much wider strategy of development. Development and 
family planning are not alternative solutions." 


Dr. Bagley asserted that "none of the major religions and no branch 
of Christianity insists on unlimited procreation". 


Describing the "emerging Protestant consensus" on family planning, the 
Speaker stated that "both marital companionship and parenthood. . .are 
seen to be not subordinate one to the other, but independently valid. 
Mhere is here a return to the Biblical understanding of the essential goods 
hess Of sex in marriage, ae part of God's: creation." 


He suggested that some of the countries prepared to help in this 
field of family planning, such as the Scandinavian countries, join with 
countries who wish assistance, such as India and Pakistan, in "an ad hoe 
international group to further technical co-operation in this area! aii 


"Hach of us" who shares the growing Protestant body of conviction "can 
help at least a little to further a more responsible approach" to this 
neglected problem, he said. EPS, Geneva 


Work of Inter-Church Aid Presented 


(New Delhi) - A dramatic intervention by the Arehbishop of East Africa, 
the Most Reverend Leonard J. Beecher, brought the edge of reality to a 
presentation here of the work of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. 


The presentation to the WCC's Third Assembly at the Vigyan Bhavan took 
the form of a film, incorporating newsreel material and still photographs, 
showing the help that Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican churches Combine 
to give all over the world to the victims of natural disasters and social 
upheavals. 


Paintings by old masters and Asian artists were included in the film 
to illustrate the theme that "God is our refuge and strength" and there 
was a commentary, spoken by Dame Flora Robson and Sir Michael Redgrave, 
famed stars of stage and screen, that was made up of passages from the 
Bible. 


This film was stopped at various points so that WCC staffers from 
Asia, Africa and Europe could tell the Assembly delegates of their own 
involvement in this work of compassion for refugees, the starving, and the 
homeless in all its diversity. 


Halfway through the programme the Archbishop of Hast Africa walked on 
to the stage to bring news of what he had seen during the last few weeks 
of the sufferings of victims of drought and flood in Kenya. 


"People have been rescued from their homes by helicopter. Altogether, 
there are 400,000 persons in Kenya who are receiving famine relief. Of 
these, 265,000 will need relief for six months and the rest, in Masailand, 
for one year. It will be between five and six years before the country- 
side is back to normal. 
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"The Division of Inter-Church Aid and Servic: to Refugees of the World 
Council of Churches has sent us £10,000 ($28,000) to help in the work of 
rehabilitating these people and we are most grateful." 


The presentation ranged from typhoons in Japan to earthquakes in 
Agadir, and from Hungary to Hong Kong. 


In his introduction, the Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk 
(chief administrative office) of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, 
stressed that the churches are often able to help victims of disasters 
before: governments can act and sometimes continue to aid victims long after 
the emergency is officially at an end. 


"This help is given to people of every creed, race and colour", Dr. 
Blake said. EPS, Geneva 
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